Former janitor now cosmetic manufacturer
awarded Best Setup Adoptor for calaharzon

Henry and Apple
Raca, former janitor and
sales agent, are now suc-
cessful owners of the C&H
Cosmetic Industry and
were hailed as the agen-
cy's Best SETUP Adoptor
this year. C&H Cosmetic
industry is a Small Enter-
prise Technology Upgrad-
ing Program (SETUP)
adoptor of the Department
of Science and Technology
(DOST) CALABARZON.

The Best SETUP
Adoptor Award is given
to a company that exhib-
its outstanding operational
performance due to tech-
nology adoption and uti-
lization of DOST's tech-
nological innovations and
technical assistance. The
award uses productivity,
resilience, agility, inno-
vation, sustainability, and
excellence as metrics in
selecting which adoptor
excelled the most.
shared his

humble beginnings work-

Henry

ing as a janitor during
the day and as a student

at night until he landed a
job as a sales agent. On
the other hand, Apple had
a good life. But in a twist
of fate, their family busi-
ness failed and she was left
with no choice but to pull
off her abilities to make a
living. Yet destiny brought
them together.
Henry, who later
worked as a sales agent,
met Apple, a rookie in their
company. They shared time
as co-workers, agents of
insecticide products, until
such time that they found
themselves falling for each
other and soon decided to
make a family together.
they
dreamt big and so they

As a couple,

unfolded their maximum
potentials to kick off their
own business together. Us-
ing 5,000 pesos, a fraction
of the cash gifts during
their wedding, they started
a trading company. This
venture became successful
and has inspired them to
embark on a brave jour-
ney of creating their own
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beauty product company
instead of just trading oth-
er brands. The love of Ap-
ple for beauty and skincare
products served as their
springboard in venturing
into this kind of business.

SETUP assistance

In 2014, Henry
learned about DOST's
SETUP while watching
television. The couple ap-
plied for SETUP's assis-
tance at the DOST's Pro-
vincial Office in Batangas,
armed with the desire to
improve their fully man-
labor-intensive
When
their application got ap-

ual and
soap production.

proved, they were able to
acquire equipment that
their

production processes and

helped mechanize

eliminate rejects which,
in effect, increased their
productivity. As they pro-
gressed as a business, they

were able to also provide

local employment in Que-
zon and Batangas and all
over the Philippines by
creating their regional dis-
tribution channels.

Aside from the SET-
UP project they availed
in 2014, the
received

firm also
DOST
services such as the En-

other

ergy Audit Consultancy
Program, PO Financing
Program, and LIGTAS
COVID-19 Program un-
der the DOST-Technology
Application and Promotion
Institute.

In 2020, they ap-
plied for another SETUP
project to upgrade their
cosmetic line production
processes and cater to a
wider market. These in-
terventions paved the way
for the company to achieve
436% total increase in pro-
duction volume from 2014
to 2021; 92.2% increase
in sales; local and export
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market penetration; im-
proved packaging and soap
cutting processes that re-
duced contamination risks
and ensured the products'
quality of the company.
Significantly, the company
has also reduced their pro-
duction rejects from 23%
down to only 2% at pres-
ent. Savings was computed
at around 45% for energy
and about 88% for time.
than
600 employees all over the

Meanwhile, more
country are now working
for the company.
Embracing R&D
What sets them apart
from other soap companies
is their market-oriented
research and development
program. As a result, they
were able to develop their
own "Kereina White For-
which

all-natural

mula" employs
plant-based
ingredients for their soap

products. Using this for-
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mula, the company can
help more than 5,000 co-
conut farmers who supply
their coconut oil require-
ments.

Through the leader-
ship of the Raca couple, the
company has also devel-
oped an emergency-ready
strategic plan where their
business continuity plan,
five-year market plan, full-
year plan, risk manage-
ment plan, and research
& development plan were
identified and linked to-
gether. With this strategy,
they spun off three more
companies dedicated to lo-
cal, export, and online mar-
keting distributions of their
products that safeguarded
their sustainability. They
have co-established a US-
based Extension Office at
Azusa, California, to dis-
tribute their products to
forty states in America.

(Turn to page 5)
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The Department of Education (DepEd) and the United States Agency for Interna-
tional Development (USAID) highlighted their programs for digital inclusion and gender
equality in basic education during their partnership program on October 14.

“We would like to
express our appreciation to
USAID for thinking about
our disadvantaged learn-
ers, and for upholding the
rights to equal and quality

education for all Filipino
children,” Education Sec-
retary Leonor Magtolis
Briones expressed.

In 2020, DepEd

and USAID developed

200 literacy primers and
interactive e-books in 11
mother-tongue  languag-
es across the Philippines.
Upon uploading in the
DepEd Commons as part

City Government of Imus

of e-resources, the e-books
have been downloaded
more than 11,000 times by
teachers and learners.
USAID has also
sponsored 16 DepEd TV
episodes for Grades 2 and
3, which are culturally ac-
ceptable in content, and
formulated to promote
gender fairness and gender
equality. For this year, US-
AID is planning to sponsor
16 more episodes from
Kindergarten to Grade 3.

“Technology is al-

7 ready bringing about a

'KITS FOR KIDS' PROGRAM,
INILUNSAD SA IMUS

|pinamahagi sa mga mag-aaral ng Imus National High School ang ilang schoal supplies, reading

materials, at hygiene kits na bahagi ng "Kits for Kids" program para sa kabataang Imusefic.

Naisakatuparan ang proyekte mula sa pangunguna ni Inner Wheel Club of Mutya ng Imus
President Jelyn Maliksi, at sa pakikipagtulungan ng Philippine Amusement and Gaming
Corporation (FAGCOR], at Rotary Club of Imus.

0 @cityofimus  ( #MahalKongimus )
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DEPED-USAID PARTNERSHIP
STRENGTHENS DIGITAL INCLUSION,
GENDER EQUALITY IN BASIC EDUCATION

DepEd and USAID are set to include Filipine sign language
insets in over 200 DepEd TV episodes to promate inclusivity
for learnaers with sight, speech, and haaring impairmaents.
The partnership also eyes to convert over 200 DepEd TV
episodes to Radio-based Instruction materials and translate
over 50 DepEd TV episodes into mather tongue language.

Cayetanos nagbigay tulong sa
mga BHWs sa Cavite City

BHWs sa
City nakatanggap ng tu-

Cavite

long mula sa mga Cayeta-
no

Pinuri ng dating
House Speaker Alan Peter
Cayetano nitong Miyerku-
les ang mga Barangay
Health Workers (BHWs),
Barangay Nutrition Schol-
ars (BNS), at Daycare
Workers (DCWs) at bini-
gyang-diin na dapat silang
bigyan ng sapat na bene-
pisyo at suporta mula sa
pamahalaan.

“May dala kaming
konting gift pack, ‘yan po
ay just to recognize the
work that you’ve done.
Gusto ko po malaman nin-
yo na we value you,” sin-
abi ni Cayetano sa isang
handover event ng grocery
packs para sa mga 109
na benepisyaryo mula sa
Cavite City noong Oktubre
27,2021.

Kabilang sa mga be-
nepisyaryo ang 69 baran-
gay health workers, 28 ba-
rangay nutrition scholars,

at 12 daycare workers.

Kasama ng dating
Speaker si Taguig 2nd Dis-
trict Rep. Lani Cayetano
at Cavite 1st District Rep.
Francis Gerald “Boy Blue”
Abaya.

“Tuloy-tuloy ang tu-
long ni former Speaker...
pinansyal, medikal, nego-
syo hanggang infrastruc-
ture, hindi po niya pina-
bayaan ang unang distrito
[at ang iba pang lugar sa
Cavite],” wika ni Abaya

(Turn to page 2)
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Cayetanos nagbigay tulong sa
mga BHWs sa Cavite City

(From page 1)
na taos-pusong nagpapas-
alamat sa mga Cayetano.
Panawagan para sa
maayos na polisiya
Maaalalang naghain
ang mga Cayetano kasama
ang kanilang mga kaalya-
do sa Balik sa Tamang Ser-
bisyo (BTS) sa Kongreso
noong Agosto 31, 2021 ng
House Bill No. 10112 na
naglalayong bigyan ng be-
nepisyo ang mga BHW bil-
ang job-order, kontraktwal,
o regular na empleyado
kumpara sa kanilang kasa-
lukuyang allowance-basis
set-up.
“Kung mag-aayos
ang gobyerno at mabubut-
ing tao ang ilalagay natin
sa gobyerno, sa Mandanas

ruling po P300-billion po
ang mapupunta na addi-
tional sa local govern-
ment,” sabi ni Cayetano
ukol sa implementasyon
ng Mandanas-Garcia rul-
ing ng Korte Suprema.

Inamin ni Cayetano
ang kanyang pagkadisma-
ya sa mentalidad ng ilang
mga lider na binibitawan
ang kanilang mga prin-
sipyo makuha lamang ang
pabor ng mga tao.

“Dati, parang given
na mabuti kang tao [ka-
pag ikaw ay tumakbo]...
Parang bumaligtad na ang

mundo sa’tin. Noong araw,
pag sinabing prinsipyo,
y’un ang importante,” sabi
niya.

Sabi rin ni Cayetano
na kung mayroong maay-
0s na prinsipyo ang mga
lokal na pamahalaan, ito
ang magiging gabay nila sa
pagdedesisyon ng kanilang
mga prayoridad, tulad na
lamang Taguig.

“Ngayon po sa Tagu-
ig, pagpasok mo sa esk-
welahan, libre na ang sapa-
tos, and uniporme nakatahi
na, bag, notebook, pati po
prom libre lahat,” ika niya.

“Our prime purpose in this life is to help
others. And if you can't help them, at
least don't hurt them.” -Dalai Lama-

BENTE PLUS TAPSIHAN
affordable delicious meals

For bulk orders please contact:
09063343266 / 09297215007
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Digital Education reaches new
high with strengthened
DepEd-USAID partnership

(From page 1)
profound transformation in
education in ways we see
unfolding before our very
own eyes and in new ways
that we haven’t dreamt of
yet.

With the support of
USAID and All Children
Reading Philippines, we
are also achieving anoth-
er milestone towards in-
clusive education for all,”
Undersecretary for Admin-
istration Alain Del Pascua
shared.

Moving forward,
DepEd and USAID are
set to include Filipino sign
language insets in over
200 DepEd TV episodes
to promote inclusivity for

learners with sight, speech,
and hearing impairments.
The  partnership  also
eyes to convert over 200
DepEd TV episodes to Ra-
dio-based Instruction ma-
terials and translate over
50 DepEd TV episodes
into mother tongue lan-
guage.

“There will be no
gender equality as long as
there is a gender gap in
connectivity, skills, jobs,
online safety, and with-
out addressing the digital
divide,” USAID Director
for Philippine Education
Office Thomas D. LeBlanc
said in his statement.

USAID also ex-
pressed its support for the

empowerment of girls by
creating programs that en-
courage breaking gender
stereotypes in learning and
empowering girls to claim
their rights to digital inclu-
sion.

“DepEd is commit-
ted to
initiatives and scaling this

sustaining these

up with the competencies
required in the -curricu-
lum, and of course, deliv-
ering these to the hands of
our learners and teachers
online

using television,

platforms, and radios,”
Information and Com-
munications Technology
Service Director Abram
Abanil

DepEd

said. Source:
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Local Government of Carmona

Catch-Up Routine Immunization para
sa mga batang (0-13 taon sa pangunguna
ng Municipal Health Office (MHO)

Ito ay isasagawa sa bawat Barangay Health Station (BHS) tuwing Miyerkules.

Hinihikayat ang lahat ng mga magulang na kumpletuhin ang bakuna ng inyong mga

anak upang mabigyan sila ng proteksiyon laban sa iba't ibang uri ng sakit:

0-23 buwan (Routine Immunization)
5-6 years old (Measles Rubella Tetanus Diphtheria o MR Td)
12-13 years old (Measles Rubella Tetanus Diphtheria o MR Td))

More quality infrastructure to be
built under DPWH-JICA partnership

(From page 3)

by Special Terms for Eco-
nomic Partnership (STEP)
Loan from JICA wunder
Loan Agreement Nos.
PH-P261 and PH-P273.
Under the STEP loan that
will promote transfer of
outstanding Japanese engi-
neering technology and ex-
pertise, the main contract
is Japan tied but allows a
joint venture in addition to
the Japanese company.

flood
prone areas and strength-

To protect

en the resiliency to climate
change, the Flood Risk

Management Project in
Cagayan De Oro River
funded under JICA Loan
Agreement PH-P259 is
also on-going that fea-
tures innovative technol-
ogy and design approach
based on a 25-year flood
return period for resilient
flood management.
These UPMO proj-
ects are under the super-
vision of Project Director
Benjamin A. Bautista
of Roads Management
Cluster 1 (Bilateral),
Project Director Ramon
Arriola III of Flood Con-

trol Management Cluster,
and Project Director Rodri-
go Delos Reyes of Bridge
Management Cluster who
were all present during the
courtesy visit of Japanese
officials as well as DPWH
Region 8 Director Nerrie
Bueno.

The flagship infra-
structure projects are in
keeping with the Philip-
pine government’s goal
to sustain rapid growth,
attract investments and
attain economic inclusion
for all Filipinos. Source:
DPWH

Former janitor now cosmetic

manufacturer awarded Best
Setup Adoptor for Calabarzon

(From page 6)
Realizing the big potential
of their products, the com-
pany is now exporting to
countries in Asia, United
Arab Emirates, Africa, and
Australia, among others.

Henry and Apple are
also proud of the local and
international recognitions
they received throughout
the years. They are the
first Filipino Cosmetic
Company with HALAL
Compliant ~ Manufactur-
ing Plant certified by the
United Arab Emirates and
the first Filipino Cosmetic
Company with HALAL
Certification in the Middle
East given by Prime Cer-
tification ~ Accreditation.
They were also awarded a
Canadian Health Accred-
itation for Cosmetics and
Skincare, Best Innovative
Product Award in South
Luzon during the Depart-
ment of Trade and Indus-
try's Gawad SME, and the
2020 InJap Sia Outstand-
ing Young Entrepreneur
Awards Finalist.

Profit with honor

Amid the pandemic,
the challenge for Henry
and Apple was to ensure
that they win and stay op-
erational since soap prod-
ucts were not part of what
people consider essential
during a crisis. According
to them, it was no longer
a test of survival for the
company but a commit-
ment to save the lives of
their 600+ employees and
their families. Driven by
this cause, they have stra-
tegically developed an
alcohol formula to add to
their product line. While
there's still a persisting
public demand for alco-
hol, the company thrived

in the middle of this crisis
and continued to employ
its people. The agile shift
of production was made
possible by utilizing some
of the equipment they have
acquired through their sec-
ond SETUP project with
DOST CALABARZON.

Aside from operat-
ing as a business, the tan-
dem of Henry and Apple
also focused their mission
to give back to the commu-
nity through their “#Proj-
ect C&H: We Care and
Help” program. This pro-
gram includes converting
chemical drums into trash
bins and benches to bene-
fit schools and barangays
in Quezon; annual finan-
cial support to Barangay
Balat-Atis, San Antonio,
Quezon; and sponsorship
of civic programs and ac-
tivities like the DepEd
Brigada Eskwela in Batan-
gas and Quezon.

As a gesture to reach
out and support other com-
munities, the company also
initiated donation drives to
lend a hand to people in
need, specifically those
who were affected by the
Taal Volcano Eruption in
2020 and the implementa-
tion of community quaran-
tine due to the COVID-19
pandemic. They distributed
relief goods not just to the
municipalities affected by
the crises but also to their
workforce and residents of
Barangay Balat-Atis, San
Antonio, Quezon.

Aside from provid-
ing local employment to
hundreds of people, their
company was also recog-
nized by the municipal
government of San An-
tonio Quezon as the first
company in their munici-

pality to practice non-dis-
criminatory hiring as they
provide jobs and oppor-
tunities to senior citizens,
PWD, LGBT, and out-of-
school youths.

Given the success
they have received from
their business, the only
story that Henry and Ap-
ple would want to share
to the world is their firm
determination to brave the
challenges of running a
business to achieve their
wildest dream and to do it
with the goal of transform-
ing, not just yourself but,
the lives of the larger com-
munity. The story of Henry
and Apple is just one of the
many tales of successful
of SETUP
since the program started
in 2002. More tales of suc-
cess will be featured in the

beneficiaries

upcoming celebration of
the 2021 National Science
and Technology Week to
be held from 22-28 No-
vember 2021 through the
virtual platform. The Best
SETUP Adoptors will be
chosen among the regional
winners and will be award-
ed and recognized for their
efforts in leveling up their
operation and processes to
produce world-class prod-
ucts and services using sci-
ence, technology, and in-
novation. To know more of
the different technologies,
innovations, activities, fo-
rums, and webinars for the
2021 NSTW, kindly visit
its website at http://nstw.
check
out the Facebook page at

dost.gov.ph/ and

https://www.facebook.
com/nstwdost and these
hashtags #202INSTW,
#DOSTTugonSaHamon,
#ScienceforthePeople.
Source: DOST



REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
FOURTH JUDICIAL REGION
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
DASMARINAS CITY, CAVITE

NATIONAL HOME MORTGAGE FINANCE
CORPORATION (NHMFC),
Petitioner/Mongagee.

File No. FC-DC-0214-21

EXTRA JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE
OF REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE
UNDER ACT 3135, AS AMENDED
BY ACT 4118

-versus-

SPS. FERDINAND A. BILLONES &

ERLINDA B. BILLONES,
Respondent/Mortgagor.

X X

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

Upon extrajudicial petition for sale under Act
3135, as amended by Act 4118 filed by the petitioner/
mortgagee, NATIONAL HOME MORTGAGE FINANCE
CORPORATION (NHMFC), a government owned and
controlled corporation created under P.D. No. 1267, with
postal address at 104 Amorsolo St., Legaspi Village, Makati
City against respondent/mortgagor, SPS. FERDINAND A.
BILLONES & ERLINDA B. BILLONES with postal address
at Golden City-Dasmarinas Blk. 12 Lot 42 BO. Salawag,
Dasmarifias Cavite and 749 RJ Belens Cmpd., Solana St,
Intramuros. Manila and for the satisfaction of the mortgaged
debt which as of JULY 31. 2021 amounts to FOUR HUN-
DRED NINETY TWO THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED NINE-
TY SIX PESOS & 47/100 (Php492,596.47), exclusive of all
legal fees and expenses incidental to this foreclosure and
sale, the undersigned Sheriff will sell at public auction on
December 7, 2021 at 10:00 o'clock in the morning or soon
thereafter in the Court Room of Branch 90, Regional Trial
Court, Ground Floor, Dasmarinas Community Affairs (DAS-
CA) Building Congressional Road, Burol Il, Dasmarifias
City, Province of Cavite to the highest bidder and for CASH
or CERTIFIED CHECK, in Philippine Currency, the follow-
ing described real property together with all the buildings
and other improvements existing thereon, to wit:

Transfer Certificate of Title
No. T-464432-

IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that certain land situated in the
municipality of Dasmarifias, Province of cavite bounded
and described as follows:

A parcel of land (Lot 42, Blk. 12 of the subd. plan.
Psd-042106-061629, being a portion of Lot 5777-A-5, Psd-
042106-057898, L.R.C. Rec. No. ), situated in the Brgy. Sal-
awag, Mun of Dasmarifias, Prov, of Cavite. Bounded on the
SW., along line 1-2 by Lot 41, Blk. 12; on the NW., along line
2-3 by Lot 40, Blk. 12, both of the subd. plan; on the NE.,
along line 3-4 by Rd. 4 (8.0 m. R.0.N.) & on the SS., along
line 4-1 by Lot 44, Blk. 12 of the subd. plan; Beginning., at
a point marked "1" on plan, being, S. 80 deg. 33'S., 783.43
m. from Mon. 171 Imus state; thence N. 10 deg. 57'W., 3.75
m. to pt. 2; thence N, 79 deg. 03’E., 9.59 m. to pt. 3; thence
S, 10 deg. 57’E., 3.75 m. to pt. 4; thence S, 79 deg.
is registered in accordance with the provisions of the Prop-
erty Registration Decree in the name of
FERDINAND A. BILLONES, of legal age, Filipino, married
to Erlinda B. Billones.

03’M., 9.50 m. to the pt. of baginning, containing an area of
THIRTY FIVE SQ. M. & SIXTY THREE SQ. DECIMETERS
(35.63). All points referred to are indicated on the plan and
are marlad on the ground by P.S. cyl. conc. mons. 15 x 60
cm; bearings true; date of original survey, July 27, 1995-
June 11, 1998 and that of the subd. survey, Feb. 8-27, 1993
and was approved on :march 30, 1993.

Prospective buyers and/or bidders are hereby
enjoined to investigate for themselves the title of the said
real property and the encumbrance thereon, if there be any.

All sealed bids must be submitted to the under-
signed on the above-stated time and date.

In the event the publication auction should not
take place on the said date and time, it shall be held on
December 14, 2021, at the same time and place without
further notice.
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Local Government of Cavite City

Maari na pong mag
online registration ang
mga kasama sa grupong

C-1- rest of popula-
tion 18 yrs. and above.

- Siguraduhin la-
mang na kumpleto ang in-
yong mga datos at tama.

-Alamin mabuti
kung saan kayong katego-

rya nabibilang:

ResBakuna update 2.0:

A-1 Medical front-
liners

A-2 Senior Citizens

A-3 With comorbid-
ities 0 mayroong iniinom
na maintenance na gamot
o mayroong malalang sakit
o karamdaman.

A-4 Economic
frontliners- mga factory
workers, minimum wage

earners, at iba pang nam-
amasukan o empleyado sa
mga iba't-ibang kumpanya,
establisimiento,  opisina,
gobyerno man o pribado.
A-5 - mga marali-
tang nagtratrabaho sa labas
ng bahay, below minimum
wage earners, vendors,
PUV  drivers, jeepney,
tricycle, side car, yaya,

kasambahay , labandera,
peddlers, at iba pa.

C-1 - rest of popu-
lation 18yrs. and above.
(magdala ng kahit anong
ID with Cavite City Ad-
dress or barangay certifi-
cate of residency. Magpa
rehistro lamang sa online
link https://bit.ly/CaviteC-
ityRegistration

HEALTH SECRETARY DUQUE FINISHES TERM AS
WHO REGIONAL COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON
FOR THE WESTERN PACIFIC REGION

Health
Secretary  Francisco T.

Philippine

Duque IIT on Monday led
37 Member States of the
World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) Western Pa-
cific Region during the
Opening Session of the
72nd Regional Commit-
tee Meeting (RCM) as its
outgoing chair. The WHO
Member States elected the
Philippines as chair during
the Committee's 71st Ses-
sion in October 2020.
“Even though the
pandemic has taken a lot
from us, it hasn’t taken

away our drive to serve
the people of this Region
to the best of our abilities,
and this meeting is a tes-
tament to that,” Secretary
Duque said addressing the
Western Pacific Regional
Committee.
Secretary Duque
highlighted updates and
progress reports on the
COVID-19 in the West-
ern Pacific Region, vac-
cine-preventable diseases
and immunization, ageing
and health, and safe and
affordable surgical inter-
ventions. He reported three

25 October 2021, Dasmarifias City, Province of

Cavite.

ARLYN CELON
Sheriff IV

ATTY. MARCELA L. BAYBAY
Clerk of Court VI & Ex-Officio Sheriff
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action plans and strategic
frameworks that were en-
dorsed by the Committee:
(1) Regional Action Plan
on Healthy Ageing in the
Western Pacific, (2) Re-
gional Strategic Frame-
work for Vaccine-Pre-
ventable Diseases and
Immunization in the West-
ern Pacific, and (3) Action
Framework for Safe and

Affordable Surgery in the

Western Pacific Region.
With the dispro-
portionate  impact  of

COVID-19 on older adults,
the WHO Regional Office
for the Western Pacific
Region (WPRO) devel-
oped and implemented the
Regional Plan on Healthy
Ageing in the Western
Pacific which sets out an
advocacy for healthy older
adults who could thrive in
and contribute to society.
Technical information and
support for Member States
to identify, reach, and pro-
tect older persons from the
virus are provided by the
WPRO. As response to the
immunization of the West-
ern Pacific population,
Regional Strategic Frame-
work for Vaccine-Prevent-
able Diseases and Immu-
nization in the Western
Pacific provided a guide
to both WHO and Mem-

ber States’ vaccination and
immunization  programs
over the last 12 months.
By 2030, the Committee
envisions the Region free
from vaccine-preventable
morbidity, mortality, and
disability.

The pandemic has
also brought out the ne-
cessity to address hospi-
talization and surgical sys-
tems in the region. Action
Framework for Safe and
Affordable Surgery in the
Western Pacific Region
provides an enabling struc-
ture to identify the gaps in
surgical systems, and to
address issues on pricing
and quality of consum-
ables, as well as, upgrading
surgical capacities in coun-
tries around the Western
Pacific.

“We have another
busy few days ahead of
us — although in different
circumstances to previous
meetings. 1 look forward
to working with all of you
through this innovative hy-
brid format to advance our
Region’s health agenda”,
said Secretary Duque.

The Government of
Japan hosted the 72nd Ses-
sion of the WHO Regional
Committee Meeting for the
Western Pacific. Source:
DOH
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LEADING TOWARDS DEVELOPMENT AND PROGRESS

More quality infrastructure to be built under DPWH-JICA partnership

Officials of the De-
partment of Public Works
and Highways (DPWH),
Embassy of Japan in the
Philippines, and Japan In-
ternational ~ Cooperation
Agency (JICA) Philippine
Office held talks on Tues-
day, October 26, 2021,
where both parties tackled
efforts to strengthen bilat-
eral relations on building
quality infrastructure for
sustainable development.

In a courtesy visit to
DPWH Secretary Roger G.
Mercado, Economic Minis-
ter Masahiro Nakata of the
Embassy of Japan in the
Philippines and JICA Phil-
ippines Chief Representa-
tive Eigo Azukizawa has
assured their full support
to the new DPWH Chief
by providing technical co-
operation for on-going and
new pipeline infrastructure

projects.

Secretary Mercado
lauded Japan’s continued
support to the Philippines
with trusted partnership
between DPWH and JICA
as he noted that the Depart-
ment under his leadership
will keep up the ties in pur-
suing more development
projects aimed at improv-
ing transport infrastructure
in both urban and rural
areas and in mitigating di-
sasters.

The DPWH Secre-
tary was assisted by Under-
secretary Emil K. Sadain
in welcoming the Japa-
nese delegation at DPWH
that also have Embassy of
Japan Second Secretary
Tomohiro Matsubara; and
JICA Philippines Senior
Representatives Kenji
Kuronuma, Ayumu Ohshi-
ma, and Yo Ebisawa.

I wish to once again
express my heartfelt grati-
tude for Embassy of Japan
and JICA-Philippines offi-
cers for taking the time to
visit DPWH despite busy
schedule, Secretary Mer-
cado added.

According to Un-
dersecretary Sadain, in-
charge of DPWH Unified
Project Management Of-
fice (UPMO) Operations
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that handles
infrastructure

large-scale

programs
of the Department under
Official Development As-
sistance (ODA) financing,
JICA has over the years
been constantly beside the
Philippines in the efforts to
pursue much-needed phys-
ical infrastructures for the
improvement of lives of
the Filipinos.

The Government of
Japan thru JICA has been
one of Philippines clos-
est partners as the largest
source of ODA to finance
several flagship infrastruc-
ture projects in the Build,
Build, Build program of
the President
Duterte administration un-
der DPWH implementa-
tion.

Rodrigo

“Numerous develop-
ment projects in the coun-
tryside demonstrates how
Japan and the Philippines
enjoy a deep and warm
relationship akin to that of
a family or siblings”, said
Undersecretary Sadain.

Among the DPWH
UPMO flagship infrastruc-
ture projects in Luzon fi-
nanced by the Japanese
government are the widen-
ing from 2 lanes to 4 lanes
the 24.61 kilometer (km)
including ten (10) bridges
of Arterial Road (Plaridel)
Bypass Project between
Brgy. Burol, Balagtas to
Brgy. Maasim, San Rafa-
el in the Province of Bu-
lacan under JICA Loan

B N

Agreement No. PH-P266;
30 km 4 lane Central Lu-
zon Link  Expressway
(CLLEX) Project
the connection of Subic

from

- Clark - Tarlac Express-
way (SCTEX) and Tarlac
- Pangasinan - La Union
(TPLEX)
in Balingcanaway, Tar-

Expressway

lac City and ends at the
Pan-Philippine  Highway
or Daang Maharlika in
Caalibangbangan, Caba-
natuan City under JICA
Loan Agreement No. PH-
P249; Metro Manila Pri-
ority Bridge Seismic Im-
provement Project for two
(2) major bridges in Metro
Manila, namely the Lamb-
ingan Bridge and Guada-
lupe Bridge, under JICA
Loan Agreement Nos. PH-
P260 and PH-P272; chan-
nel improvement works for
Middle Marikina River in-
cluding the construction of
Manggahan Control Gate
Structure and construction
of Cainta Floodgate and
Taytay Sluicegate at the
joining sections of Cainta
and Taytay rivers to Man-
gahan Floodway under
the Pasig-Marikina Riv-
er Channel Improvement
Project Phase IV funded
by JICA Loan Agreement
No. PH-P271; Flood Risk
Management Project for
Cagayan River in Region
2 and Imus River in Re-
gion 4A under JICA Loan
Agreement No. PH-P253;
and Cavite Industrial Area

Flood Risk Management
Project under JICA Loan
Agreement No. PH-P265.

In Visayas, detailed
engineering design study
under JICA Grant is on-go-
ing for the Cebu-Mactan
Bridge (4th Bridge) and
Coastal Road Construction
Project to be funded by

JICA Loan Agreement No.
PH-P274.
DPWH and JICA

are also working together
towards peace and devel-
opment in Mindanao. JICA
provided a 2 Billion Japa-
nese yen or approximate-
ly 970 Million donation/
grant for the design and
build of 18.97 km Marawi
Transcentral Road Phase 1
under the Programme for
the Support to Rehabilita-
tion and Reconstruction of
Marawi City and Its sur-
rounding Areas.

In addition to this
grant assistance, JICA is
also financing the con-
struction of another 18.78
km Marawi Transcentral
Road Phase 3 together with
other projects to support
peace building included in
the Road Network Devel-
opment Project in Conflict
Affected Areas is Mindan-
ao (RNDP-CAAM) under
JICA Loan Agreement No.
PH-F-P1.

Construction of the 4
lane 45.50 km Davao City
Bypass Construction Proj-
ect is also on-going funded

(Turn to page 5)



